Yeast Reporting in Respiratory Cultures ECF 388 Supporting Documentation

	Specimen
	Culture Result
	Culture Report

	Sputum/Tracheal aspirate
	Normal upper respiratory microbiota with or without yeast
	Normal respiratory microbiota.   No Staphylococcus aureus, MRSA, or Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolated. 

	
	Yeast any quantity, no normal microbiota
	Yeast, not morphologically consistent with Cryptococcus or Trichosporon.* Not further identified  Add comment**

	BAL
	<10^4 CFU/mL normal respiratory microbiota with or without yeast
	<10,000 CFU/mL normal respiratory microbiota.   No Staphylococcus aureus, MRSA, or Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolated

	
	<10^4 CFU/mL yeast, no normal microbiota
	<10,000 CFU/mL yeast not morphologically consistent with Cryptococcus or Trichosporon.* Not further identified. Add comment**

	
	≥10^4 CFU/mL yeast 
	 ≥ 10,000 CFU/mL yeast, not morphologically consistent with Cryptococcus or Trichosporon.* Not further identified  Add comment**

	Protected Brush

	<10^3 CFU/mL normal microbiota, with or without yeast
	<1,000 CFU/mL Normal respiratory microbiota.   No Staphylococcus aureus, MRSA, or Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolated.

	
	<10^3 CFU/mL yeast, no normal microbiota 
	<1,000 CFU/mL yeast, not morphologically consistent with Cryptococcus or Trichosporon.* Not further identified. Add comment**

	
	≥10^3 CFU/mL Yeast, no normal microbiota
	≥ 1,000 CFU/mL yeast, not morphologically consistent with Cryptococcus or Trichosporon.* Not further identified. Add comment**


* Rule out non-Candida yeast by wet mount - Cryptococcus (round budding yeast) or Trichosporon (barrel-shaped arthroconidia). 
Always report Cryptococcus or Trichosporon when not ruled out by wet mount and definitively identified.
[bookmark: _Hlk179367044]** Candida species, even in high quantities, may reflect colonization and usually does not warrant therapy.

